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Welcome to Programming! Summer Assignment  

Congratulations and welcome to AP Computer Science! I am very excited to help you explore and discover the world of 

computer programming. This class is designed to complete the competencies necessary for a first-year Computer 

Science course at a four-year university. However, whether or not you intend to build a career developing new software, 

create more secure cyber worlds, or just want to explore how your favorite technology works, this course will teach you 

invaluable lessons about the way your computer works. It is my hope to improve upon your problem-solving skills while 

completing interactive and engaging computer programs.  

What Resources / Tools are required for AP Computer Science?  

Each student is asked to provide their own reliable flash drive. All power points, worksheets, and labs will be made 

available digitally (through the school’s shared drive or on the website). Students will need a place to save these.  

While it is not necessary for a student to have software available outside of the classroom, many students find it 

engaging to continue working on their program at home. There are many downloadable software available for 

programming and it is even possible to program strictly using a Text Document. However, our class will be using the 

Eclipse Integrated Development Environment (IDE).  

You can access http://www.eclipse.org/downloads/packages/eclipse-standard-432/keplersr2 to download the latest 

version.  

This software requires the most up-to-date Java Development Kit. Please see 

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/java/javase/downloads/jdk8-downloads-2133151.html to download.  

****None of these programs are required for the summer assignment. We will discuss these downloads the beginning 

of the school year if you have any questions. This simply serves as a suggestion. ***  

AP Computer Science Summer Assignment  

Since this is likely your first experience “talking to a computer”, I am asking that you complete the Computer Science 

Introduction created by Code.org. Please use the link http://learn.code.org/users/sign_up to sign up for an account. 
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Once signed up, use the Add teacher link to connect to me. 

Use the section code OJSKIG 

 

 

Your first grade will be successful completion of all 20 puzzles in Stage 2: The Maze.  

You will be given a grade out of 40 points, 2 points for each puzzle successfully completed. 

For each puzzle, you are creating Block Code. However, you are strongly encouraged to select Show code in order to see 

what actual programming language looks like. Observe the words used, the symbols often used, and start to become 

familiar with these technicalities. 

 

Interested in more programming?  Can’t get enough and want more?  You can continue to explore the remaining 

tutorials on Code.org (Artist, Farmer, etc.) or find other great tutorials below to get you programming.  

 On Code.org, at the bottom of the progress page, you will find a 

tutorial to create your own version of Flappy Bird. (looks like the 

picture to the right)  

 Do you own an Android Device? Use the MIT App Inventor to 

begin creating your own apps! Use this link: http://appinventor.mit.edu/explore/hour-of-code.html NOTE: This 

site requires a Google email address as a log in. You should use the same email address that is linked to the 

device you are creating the app for. 

 Are you ready to explore beyond Block Code? Use Khan Academy to discover the details of computer 

programming. Just like speaking on Earth, there are many different computer languages. In AP Computer 

Science, we will program using Java language. Use the link 

https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/cs/programming to access videos and interactive programming 

environments to begin processing JavaScript code. 

 

Need Help? If you are struggling with the assignment, or just need some computer time, I will be available in one of the 

school’s computer labs from 8 to noon on July 17 and August 1.  You are welcome to come for as little or as much time 

as you need to get assistance with this or any project you are working on. 
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